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Emergency Rail Funding 

! Io n use Peb ' 20 P ass ed by a 273-134 vote the legisla- 
r , , n £ r\ 210 appropriating supplemental funds in 
fiscal 1975 for bankrupt Northeast and Midwest railroads 
(Vote 11, p. 414) 

. T he bi i' contained $125-million in interim operating 
assistance for the bankrupt railroads, with the bulk of the 
money going to Penn Central Railroad. The Erie 
Lackawanna Railroad would get the second largest amount 
approximately $25-million. 

it 1 T ^, r n lr0ad9 , h f 1 d exhausted interim funds provided by 
the 1973 Regional Rail Reorganization Act and had said 
they would have to cease operations if additional funds were 
not appropriated. (1973 Act, 1973 Almanac p. 465) 

H J Res 210 also contained $17.2-million for the renova- 
lon and maintenance of a vacated Federal Bureau of 
Investigation building that the House leadership wanted 
for additional office space. 

An amendment adding the $25-million for the Erie 
Lackawanna Railroad was adopted by voice vote, the only 
change made in the bill on the floor. 

r a f A f eC ? n , d am ? nd ™"t, Proposed by J. Edward Roush (D 
f n to delete the funds for renovating the former FBI 
building, was rejected by a 170-236 vote. (Vote 10, p. 414) 


Committee Report 


D B? Appropriations Committee reported H J 

«inn 2 -ir H Rept 94 '. 14 } Feb - 18 - The committee said the 
$100-million appropriation — the same as that requested by 
the administration— was necessary to ensure that 
operations of the Northeast and Midwest railroads would 
not cease in February. “Cessation.. .would be felt by 
manufacturers and consumers who rely on the railroads for 
shipment of raw materials and finished products,” the com- 
mittee wrote Employment losses of this magnitude 
associated with a rail shutdown would contribute to the 
critical economic situation.” 

Allocation of Funds 

fnr B e C0 ™ mit 1 tee did n ot earmark the allocation of the 
tunds by railroad, although it said it expected Penn Central 

avJhtiiTV the 11 larg ® 3t a , m ount. Instead, funds would be 
R a ' „ b e t ° all A broads covered by the Regional Rail 
Reorgamzation Act as well as for maintenance of passenger 
service in the Northeast corridor. 

• n B e committee said that with enactment of the $100- 

£ a!Tf® 0P -7i- t ti °-’ Congress would have provided a 
afw a M i ,0a in erant3 and guaranteed loans to the 

mS' °n 3 Sln ? 6 Jan - *’ 1974 ' In teatim ony before the 
committee, a Department of Transportation spokesman 

milling , W ° U ! d be ?° objection to an additional $25- 
S r l T 0Priatl °? f° r tbe bankrupt Erie Lackawanna 

»mmto e N how«»«r “ 8 hatl b “" SUb "“"“« 1 to the 

Williarn app ™ priation was opposed by committee member 
nothin^ £ t rm i B 8 (R , C ° l0 - ) - who said h contributed 
legis afii ^ ®° Ut T ° f , the railroads’ problem. “This 
ouaJmB T- i| y i, Sh0Ve , ls another ^ 0 0-million into a 
millfoni nn7 h 'u h has , alre ady consumed hundreds of 
l Ar ™r d Wl1 probably cost billions within a few years,” 
coDT wRh ?w aid In additional views. “Until we’re ready to 

money £ h to h tL P rS em i Se f m9 'Responsible to pour more 
a j ^ . e railroads and. ..subsidize the very corulitiona 

and practices that wrecAplpthaveat l-eiB RQ|ft£|®§ t ^J^}t)1/1 


On the Floor - 2 

House Office Space 

The committee also recommended $17,175,000 for costs 
associated with converting a federal office building being 
vacated by the Federal Bureau of Investigation for use by 
the House. The committee said conversion of the building 
would add 432,840 square feet of office space; it estimated 
that a total of 1,037,500 square feet was needed. The 

Wa - 3 to be Used for remodeling, maintenance, 
security and equipment costs. I 

PER DIEM ALLOWANCE 

mitt^°T e 7^ Fe ^ 18, by UI, animous consent, rccom- 
mi tied t° the Government Operations Committee HR 

eovemmenT reaS i e thC Pe I diem traveI allowance of 

Lstszsssr a to extend u *° senat ° rs and 

As reported by the committee Feb. 6 (H Rept 94-5) the 
bill would have amended Senate rules to allow senators’and 
their aides to collect $35 per diem in expenses while travel- 
l r ° m and . wit bin their home states. Only employees 
of Senate committees may receive per diem allowances 
Rep. Jack Brooks (D Texas), chairman of the Govern- 
ment Operations Committee, requested that the bill be 

HR Ur ? n 30 d ? hl lfT mittee after !t had been disclosed that 
HR 2302 would have made the allowance available to 
senators and their staffs. <mauie io 

- „ measure came to the floor on the suspension calen- 
ar, which meant that it could not be amended on the floor 

memh! P ' ^ Wi 5 J Feb - 17 had sent letters to all 

members disclosing the added benefits to senators. “The 

House has got to be kidding,” he said. “The new freebie will 

szsssri sttsr. out campaie,,i " g 10 rake 

Committee Action 

The bill as introduced increased the ner diem 
allowances for federal employees from $25 to $35 and raised 

UnitedSes a ° WanCCS for B we ™ment travel outside the 

The committee amended HR 2302 to include the 
f ° r Senators . and staff. The amendment was 
passedfn Sr ° n “ 3 f imilar bil1 (S 3341 > that was 

S7° 3S b " 1 Forf- 

Earlier Action 

H P Bv% 0V Tif r n b f en - added t0 8 3341 b y S en. Charles 
H. Percy (R 111.) m the closing days of the 1974 session Ac- 

tended® tn Senate a ! de9 ’ the Percy nmendment was in- 
tended to cover only a senator’s personal staffs not 

senators themselves. But subsequently a legislative 
d rafting error gave senators the per diem allowance as well 
„ . 3344 niHuding the Percy amendment was pocket 

etoed by Ford after it had been cleared Dec. 17 1974. This 
version also extended the allowance to disabled veterans 
traveling to Veterans Administration facilities 

the ner r diem a< t "Pt 5® 2302 0n gr ° Unds that ^tending 
did nni d'em to disabled veterans would be inflationary. He 

did object to the per diem allowances for senators. The 
benefits ^ n0t ™ al<e d‘ sa bled veterans eligible for the 

, • , Staff aides to the Government Operations Committee 

\l3Ffe^i 4R ' ,W8O ' l,ai0 » OMore the bl “ 
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